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What a wonderful year of celebrations it has been!  And, 
importantly, much of the celebrating has been ecumenical. 
 
You will read in this edition, of the Joint Sesquicentenary 
(150) of the Anglican and Roman Catholic Dioceses of   
Brisbane and the significant Covenant that was a highlight 
of the yearôs events.  Local communities have been inspired 
by this and have held their own joint celebrations.  Some of 
those stories are told.  We would love to hear of any others. 
 
Another highlight was the 10th Anniversary of the signing of 
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification by the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church.  
This document was also signed by the World Methodist 
Council in 2006 and so Lutherans, Roman Catholics and 
Uniting Church members in Brisbane came together to rec-
ognise its significance to the ecumenical journey. 
 
We have a special feature on Regional Ecumenism with 
stories of ecumenical activity from the Gold Coast to North 
Queensland and the West.  Obviously there are plenty of 
places around the State, which like Warwick, are just 
ñgetting on with itò. 
 
Also in this edition are the regular reports from the three 
Ecumenical Committees, plus news from Queensland 
Churches Together, the National Council of Churches in 
Australia, the World Council of Churches and the Joint 
Working Group. 
 
Interfaith activities continue to grow, with significant         
involvement from young people.  Of course, it was important 
to acknowledge the contribution of all the faith communities 
to our State during the Q150 celebrations and so there is a 
report on our special event at City Hall. 
 
On behalf of the Editorial Committee, I thank all those who 
have contributed articles to the newsletter this year.  It is 
particularly important to hear local news as these provide 
renewed energy and ideas for other groups around the 
State.  We would be delighted to receive your stories (and 
photos) via the contact details below. 
 
Wishing you Godôs richest blessings this Christmas and an 
opportunity for rest and reflection during the holiday season.  
We look forward to another eventful year in 2010. 

Margaret Naylon for the Editorial Committee 
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A major highlight of what has been a very busy year for our 
Commission was the hosting of the National Conference of 
Diocesan Commissions for Ecumenism and Inter-religious 
Relations.  In the past, this has been a biennial event,   
however, for various reasons it has not been held since 
2003.  It is not a public conference and delegates must be 
appointed by their Bishops. 
 

The Conference was held at Riverglenn Centre,              
Indooroopilly from Friday, 30 October to Sunday,                  
1 November.  Close to sixty people, representing 18       
Dioceses (including the Melkite Eparchy) and the New   
Zealand Bishops Conference, attended. 
 

After a welcome liturgy and dinner, the program began with 
a Public Lecture at St Leoôs College, University of Queen-
sland.  Keynote speaker was Monsignor Juan Usma Gomez 
from the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
(Vatican).  His topic was Pentecostal and Evangelical Dia-
logue with the Roman Catholic Church:  the current situation 
and hopes for the future.  Monsignor Juan is a specialist in 
this field and spoke with great commitment and sensitivity 
about the importance of dialogue with this rapidly increasing 
branch of Christianity.  He pointed out that, as with any dia-
logue in its early stages, there is considerable suspicion and 
misunderstanding.  It is vital that both sides work hard to 
overcome this and build trust.  This can be assisted by 
those members of main line churches, generally known as 
Charismatics, who understand the Pentecostal perspective. 
 

The conversation continued during the first session on Sat-
urday morning when the focus was on ñGrassrootsò issues 
in Pentecostal /Evangelical Dialogue.  Some very productive 
discuss took place on how we might further the dialogue at 
our local levels. 
 

The second session on Saturday looked at Current issues in 
Inter-religious Dialogue.  Bishop Christopher Prowse (Sale), 
a member of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious       
Dialogue, spoke on 5 key points:  the need for healing of 
memories; the importance of speaking the truth in charity;  
of being attentive to cultural background; the importance    
of self-knowledge of oneôs own religion; and that the       
motivation has to be about peace making. 
 

Three other speakers responded to Bishop Prowse from 
their own experience.  Fr John Dupuche (Melbourne) spoke 
of his involvement in dialogue with Buddhists and Hindus.  
He believes that this is a Golden Age for inter-religious   
dialogue and that we have much to share through silence 
and meditation with these traditions.  Sr Trish Madigan 
(Broken Bay Diocese) spoke of the 5 ñEòs:  Eat; Engage 
(especially with young people); Enjoy (sport and art);     
Educate; and  Expand (the circle of those involved).           
Fr Patrick McInerney (Sydney) stressed the importance of 
dialogue with Muslims, given the international situation and 
negative media image.  There was a need for accurate   
information and key facts. 
 

Each Diocese had been asked to prepare a short report on 
its activities and these were made available before the  
Conference.  Four oral reports were also presented on:    
the joint visit of the Archdiocese of Melbourne and the    
Australian Intercultural Society to Turkey and Rome; the 

work of the Tasmanian Council of Churches and Heads of 
Church; the joint Anglican and Roman Catholic Sesquicen-
tenary Celebrations in Brisbane; and the work of the Asia 
Pacific Centre for Inter-religious Dialogue at the Australian 
Catholic University in Canberra.  Time was also allocated 
for small group discussion. 
 

The second session on Saturday afternoon was a workshop 
on 10th Anniversary of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine 
of Justification ï where are we now?  This was followed by 
an Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving at St Peterôs       
Lutheran College, Indooroopilly.  Reports on these events 
appear elsewhere in this issue.  The day ended appropri-
ately with a celebratory dinner at Riverglenn where we were 
joined by our ecumenical guests. 
 

On Sunday morning, Archbishop Issam Darwish (Melkite) 
provided an extremely informative talk on What is 
ñOrthodoxyò and what role can Australia play in promoting 
dialogue? His paper is available on the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference website http://www.catholic.org.au/
index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=314 
 

The final session provided updates on Roman Catholic   
dialogues, at international level with Anglicans and       
Methodists and at national level with Anglicans, Lutherans 
and Uniting Church, as well as a report on the recent Joint 
Working Group meeting. 
 

To close the Conference, Bishop Michael Putney, chair of 
the Bishops Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious 
Relations, led the celebration of Eucharist. 

Msgr Juan Usma Gomez, the keynote speaker 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION NEWS  

National Conference  
 



The Anglican Ecumenical Committee meets quarterly         
to support the ecumenical commitment of Parishes and  
Diocesan leaders.  We know that at a local level, people 
from the mainstream Christian traditions are friends with 
each other, do pray together and are engaged in common 
service.  We know that our leaders believe that partnership 
between the Churches is part of how things work today and 
we rejoice in Godôs gift of the ecumenical movement. 
 
So in our meetings we spend time: writing draft policies    
(or a section on ecumenism for the Parish Handbook),    
organising seminars with other Churches and talking about 
international ecumenical dialogues and how to raise   
awareness of them locally. 
 
However, most of our members would actually rather be 
talking with the other Churches about the things we have in 
common or are still working through.  So our two highlights 
for the year were the visit to the Coptic Orthodox Church at 
Calamvale and a seminar for clergy from the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Churches. 
 
 

At Virgin Maryôs Coptic Orthodox Church, we, along with 
members of the Catholic and Uniting Church ecumenical 
groups, enjoyed a taste of Coptic liturgy in the evening 
prayers led by Fr David Mahrous.  We had a tour of their 
church and were impressed by the beauty of their sanctuary 
and by their very different iconography.  The Coptic respect 
for relics of the saints is strange for most Anglicans, and we 
appreciated Fr Davidôs willingness to introduce us to them.  
Lastly, we feasted. These people do hospitality really well. 
 
The clergy seminar in June was addressed by Rev Timothy 
Radcliffe OP.  We appreciated Fr Timothyôs input on ñFaith 
in a Secular Ageò.  We were glad of the hospitality of the 
Roman Catholic Ecumenical Commission in organizing the 
seminar and feeding usé These seminars have been     
annual events for some time now, so conversation at   
morning tea and over lunch was a chance to make and 
strengthen friendships between clergy of the two churches. 
 
I believe that these friendships between Christians and   
between Churches are a main blessing from ecumenism 
today. 

Revd Geoff Hoyte 
(Chair - Anglican Committee for Ecumenical Affairs) 
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LEFT:  Icons in the Coptic Orthodox Church at Calamvale.  RIGHT:  Fr David Mahrous who welcomed the 
Ecumenical Committees Of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Uniting Churches to his Coptic Orthodox Church in Calamvale 

Fr Gerry Hefferan, former PP at St Maryôs Oxenford; Mr David Hutton, 
Director Brisbane Catholic Education; Ms Margaret Naylon, Executive 
Officer CEIR; Sr Mary McDonald, Chair, Catholic Education Council; 

Fr Gary Smith, former PP, Gold Coast  North Anglican; Ms Elaine Rae, 
UCA School Chaplaincy Commission at the launch 

COMMITTEE NEWS (continued)  
 

Ecumenical Schools:  

A Roman Catholic Perspective  
 

This document has been a joint effort of the Brisbane   
Commission and the Brisbane Catholic Education Council 
and is the revision of an earlier document.  Crucial to this 
revision, is the experience gained by the three ecumenical 
schools, which come under the umbrella of Brisbane  
Catholic Education:  Jubilee Primary School at Gavan,    
Emmaus College at Jimboomba and Unity College at 
Caloundra. 
 

The document was launched at a special ceremony at the 
OôShea Centre, Wilston on Wednesday 14 October.  It is 
available at http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/ecum/
documents.php 

Margaret Naylon 
Executive Officer, CEIR 


