ECUMENICAL

INTERRELIGIOUS NEWS

Shoul d not our

When the Uniting Church Synod
Ecumenical Relations Committee

producing a newsletter,
sentiment expressed in the Lund Prin-

ciple (above) that encouraged them to :

discuss the idea with their ecumenical The Brisbane Roman Catholic Com- :

partners in the Anglican and Roman ; mission for Ecumenism and Inter- :

i religious Relations currently has ten :

i members but is looking at expanding
The result was a decision to re-badge :
the E | News of the Roman Catholic :
i St
i Bishop Brian Finnigan is the Episcopal :
i representative.
{ full-time Ecumenical
three groups and will also be available :
on the websites of the Roman Catholic

Catholic Churches.

Commission and publish a joint news-
letter. This is the first issue of this new
collaboration. It will be emailed to all
those already on the databases of the

Commission: www.bne.catholic.net.

au/ecum/ and the Uniting Church Com- :
i relations.

com.au/. We hope you enjoy the new

. The Commission meets quarterly 10 © rpo oypent theological issue under

i review and plan its work, which is then
i generally carried out through

Subcommlttees. This includes: writing ministry in general,
i policy documents, such as a Roman "
: . . : i Committee
The Brisb Anali E ical Catholic Perspective on Ecumenical :
Affe. ”SC‘: ane 'ttng Ican Ecumenica : Schools; writing units of study which

a||rs orlnml ce cl;)mpn?)eshapr;roxr : provide formation for Roman Catholic :
mately twelve members, both clergy i people in both ecumenical and inter- :

involved i ! religious matters; and hosting events

local +\yhich allow people to deepen their

areas. Revd Geoff Hoyte, parish priest . knowledge and experience in both

of Warwick, is the Chair and Bishop : areas.

John Parkes, the Episcopal represen- :

mittee www.ecumenical.ucaweb.

approach.

As this is a new venture it is an oppor-
tune time to provide some background
on each of the Committees.

and laity, who are all

ecumenical activities in their

tative. Others include Revd Dr Don

International Commission for Anglican
Orthodox Theological Dialogue, and

Prof. John Mainstone, who has been a

member since the 1960s.

role is to raise awareness, through the

Synod, of ecumenical issues especially :

i chaired by Revd Anne Hulbert of Albert : -
; X : happenings over the past year and
. Street UCA and the secretary is Revd i look forward to another edition early in

relevant to the Diocese. This includes
the writing of policy papers such as

that on the Anglican perspective on the

churches
ences compel them to act separately? (Faith & Order Commission, World Council of Churches, Lund, Sweden, 1952)

: religious sisters and laity with an inter- {1 Reporting on progress made in the

iro
o

EDITORIAL

ask

i establishment of Ecumencial Worship
i Space. The Committee also organises '
began to consider the possibility of
it was the :
i Roman Catholic Commission.

the annual Anglican Roman Catholic :
Clergy Day in partnership with the :

Ul})@

t hemsel

Issue #2

m 2008

PR R

ves éwhet her

twelve members, including the Mod-
erator, and they meet six times a year.

i The Charter of the Committee outlines
i its role as:

L Keeping ecumenical questions

its membership next year. The Chair is
Rev Dr David Pascoe, President of :
Paul 6s Theol ogi
Margaret Naylon,
Officer for the
Archdiocese, is the Executive Officer. :
Other members include clergy, !

est in ecumenism and/or inter-religious :

its :

public, the Commission also works with

ence. Details of the most recent :

Ecumenical Relations Committee is :

Don Whebell. There are approximately :

i discussion at the National

i dialogue.

i editions.

: .t and fellowship.
: conference can be found elsewhere in : P
. .. i thisissue.
The Committee meets quarterly and its :

: The Uniting Church (Qld) Synod We hope you enjoy reading about all

i opportunity for
i dialogue.

: the ecumenical

before the church;

i 9 Being a forum for discussion of theo-

logical issues pertaining to ecumen-
ism;

i 9 Maintaining contact with the Assem-

cbly Chrisiap Ynjtyd\prking Group; g
9 Maintaining involvement in the work
of Queensland Churches Together;

i 9 Exploring ways to establish contacts

with churches not connected with
Queensland Churches Together;

dialogues between the Uniting
Church and other churches.

level is

: Episkope, in particular, and ordained

The Queensland
that
its

is contributing to
It is also extending

: mandate to inter-religious relations and
¢ its dialogue with the Muslim community
: is detailed in another article in this
: issue.

i These are but brief snapshots of the
i three Committees. We intend to give

: i more details on their work in later
i As well as events for the general :

Edwards, formerly a member of the :

There is, of course, regular

: Lo . i contact between the three and they
i the other Roman Catholic Dioceses in . meet regularly each year for a shared

. Queensland to host an annual confer- : ¢, oo session followed by a meal

This is always an
fruitful ecumenical

and inter-religious

: 2009.
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COMMISSION NEWS

QLD CEIR CONFERENCE

On 21122 August the Roman Catholic Commissions for !
i presentation by an ecumenical guest to relate something of
i his church and its story. Rev. John Henderson is also Vice
h o st eiiPresident of the Lutheran Church of Australia and so was
Over the two days almost
forty people, including ecumenical guests from Toowoomba
i German name, especially during the War years. He told the
$ story of the migration of large numbers of Germans to South
i Australia because of persecution in Germany and the
: support and encouragement offered them by George Fife

. . . i Angas.
The conference began with lunch, which provided delegates : Church is independent and has no external allegiance.

It then opened a national church, headquartered in Adelaide, which uses a

with a time of reflection, led by Fr Brian Sparksman and : District structure rather than Dioceses or Synods. Its

based on the words of Daniel Barenboim. Barenboim is a : Confessional Statements are found on the 15307 1580 Book

prominent pianist and conductor of Russian Jewish back- : of Concord and there is strong emphasis on Word and

He has established an orchestra of young Arab : Sacrament

Delegates : o eensland,

were encouraged to reflect on the ecumenical journey in the : Northern Territory and also in Aged Care

light of his comments on the Israeli i Palestinian situation :
i The afternoon session consisted of reports on National and

i International Dialogues provided largely by Bishop Michael

The first keynote address was presented by Rev. John Hen- . Putney. Margaret Naylon reported on the Joint Working

derson, General Secretary of the National Council of ; Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World

Churches in Australia (NCCA). John provided an update on Council of Churches.

the current situation of NCCA, explaining that it was estab- :

e Fr Brian Sparksman provided an updated on Being Church i
i in Rural Queensland and signalled that there would be a

i special
its Commissions (see NCCA report for details) and spoke of
the increasing interfaith opportunities being offered through :

the Government supported Asia-Pacific Regional Interfaith i Diocesan reports had been provided before the conference

Dialogue, the Australian Dialogue of Christians, Muslims : Put @ short time was spent highlighting major aspects of

i these. The business session closed with time to complete
i the evaluation forms.

The evening program included an Ecumenical Service in the { _. - . o .

Chapel of Glennie Anglican Girls School and the Annual : B_|shop William Morris then_ invited all to celebrate Mgss n

i his private chapel and this was followed by a delightful

Bi shopos

Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations from the five
Queensland Dioceses gathered for their annual conference.
This yeards event was
Motor Inn in Margaret Street.

Churches Together and Sr Elizabeth Delaney from the :
Australian Catholic Bi shop

enjoyed the excellent presentations from the keynote speak-
ers and the fellowship of mixing with like-minded people.

the opportunity to get to know one another.

ground.
and Jewish musicians based in Seville, Spain.

and also in the light of Scripture.

|l ished on the AChurches Tog
membership, which is growing and represents the great di- :
versity of Christianity. He outlined the work it does through

and Jews and initiatives of Heads of Churches.

Glennie Dinner, in memory of Rev Benjamin Glennie, an :

The dinner was : | Nfor mal

early ecumenical figure in Toowoomba.

held in the School Dlnlng Room and served by the students. Once again it was a very informative and enjoyab|e

i conference with people looking forward to the National
Sincere thanks to

Bishop Michael Putney of Townsville was guest speaker

and provided background to the most recent report from the : Conference in Brisbane next year.

International Methodist Roman Catholic Dialogue, which he Toowoomba for the wonderful hosp|ta||ty

chairs.

Friday morning began with a presentation by Fr Patrick

Mclnerney of the Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations,

Columban Mission Institute, Sydney. Having spent twenty
years in Pakistan and done major study in Islamics he is :
well qualified to speak on Inter-religious Dialogue: Where to
He noted that much was happening in the
way of inter-religious activities but little in the way of real :
dialogue. Dialogue was a personal encounter which meant
required i
It was understandable, given the size of :
the Muslim community in Australia and the pressures they
are under, that Muslims are reluctant to expose themselves
to real dialogue. Continued shared activities, then, was one
way, however slow, of making progress. Shared experience
opened up questions which hopefully led to greater under-
It was important that we continued to

from here?

presenting who you and this

considerable trust.

really are,

standing and trust.
create experiences out of which such questions could arise.

An important element of each State Conference has been a

ideally suited for this role. John spoke of his own family
story, of his parents growing up in rural Australia with a

Because of this history the Australian Lutheran
It is

Its strengths lie in its schools, particularly in
its strong indigenous component in the

forum held from 147116 September 2009 in

Toowoomba to further this project.

me a | in the




COMMISSION NEWS

A GATHERING OF CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS

On 3 April 2008, member s

Kuraby Mosque Committee had their second meeting. The

the Service in which they could participate.
The

(Convener of t he
and a member of the SERC) and was well appreciated.

our website at www.ecumenical.ucaweb.com.aui n
faithd page.

There was quite some discussion following the Service :

i 1 the availability of the Assembly paper Community of
for us by members of the Broadwater Congregation. Broad- :

before we adjourned to the Hall for a Halal lunch, prepared

water Road also provided the organist for the Service.

Prayers.

We moved into the church building to view a DVD, The
It evoked some comments about how
we in Australia do not have to face the situation confronting
Christians and Muslims in places like Nigeria. And we can
take heart and hope from the way the imam and the pastor :
dealt with the situation in their country. A copy of the DVD

Imam and the Pastor.

is available for loan.

Mohamad Abdalla thanked the SERC for the day, hoping
that these gatherings will continue, and move in areas of :

shared social concerns.

Reflections on the event:

1 The inter-faith question is important i re how we under-
stand our own faith and how free the others are to share :
theirs with us. The important thing in dialogue is listen- :
ing. And in giving each other the space to be honest

with each other.

2 How do we as people of faith speak with others i do we
want to bring them to faith in Christ? Is our faith about :

being agent s of 6conversick
di aloguing wi t h ot her fa|:1
di mensiondé, e.g. Islam? T:

one of mutual respect T listening to each other as we !

built bridges of friendship.

3 Allow the Spirit to create the space in which we can
and then see what happens. :
And listening for what God may be saying to of us in the

relate to each other 1

encounter.
4 How do we bear witness to our faith?

5 There is a parallel in dialogue with people of other faiths
with the limits to which we can go in our dialogues with
Christians of other traditions. The issues are similar at :

some points i dealing with differences in theology,
liturgy, ecclesiology, etc.
6 We need clear parameters/ ar
are we doing thisd? We do
in spite of it. :

8 What
Gathering commenced at noon with a Service of Holy :
Communion, at which our guests were observers i as we | g pq do we talk about our relationship with God and each
were observers at the Midday Prayers at the meeting they :

hosted for us at Kuraby last year. There were some parts of

o fi 7 What are some of the Biblical resources that speak to us
Ecumenical Relationships Comm|ttee and members of the !

in dialogue with people of other faiths?

is a O6theology
conversation about the process we use.

of

other and not just the institutional stuff of our organised
ways of doing religion?

. Out of all this, we hope to model something for local congre-

liturgy was designed by Revd Anne Hulbert : o.iionsjiving in a multi-cultural and multi-faith community.

(Chairperson of the Committee) and Revd Dr Paul Walton
Assembl yo6s:
_ . _ ¢ 9 the Uniting Church National Assembly is setting ground
Paul preached a homily, which has since been placed on

th e 1 the Keith Rowe study book Living with the Neighbour Who

We noted that:
rules for guidance in inter-faith dialogues/relationships.

is Different is being revised and the new version will be
available soon.

Difference, which was circulated to members following the
meeting.

Our Muslim friends used the Chapel for their Mid-day 1 Vatican Il affirmed that people of other faiths belong to

God 1 and to the human family.
Revd Don Whebell

Secretary, Ecumenical Relationships Committee,
Uniting Church Synod of Queensland

CHRISTMAS
BLESSING

We wish all our readers
and supporters every
joy and blessing of

this Christmas season,

and peace and happiness in 200?
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What does ASUC and WYD have in common?

Energy, enthusiasm, excitement, expressions of joy, ecumenism.

The electric atmosphere was contagious as approximately one thousand, mostly Catholic, young adults crammed into the
Albert Street Uniting Church on Saturday morning, 12 July for the Brisbane Days in the Diocese Prayer Time. It was one
of five ecumenical church venues in the World Youth Day Heart of the City festivities, culminating at Roma Street
Parklands.

National flags waved and songs sung spontaneously in different languages as we waited for our co-ordinated signal to start
the worship service.

In what must have been a first for many who came to Australia to participate in World Youth Day and who visited Brisbane
prior to travelling to Sydney, these Catholic young people had their eyes opened.

They worshiped in a Protestant church, in an Australian church (The Uniting Church in Australia), and in a service led by

t wo fiwomen priestso, Reverend Lyn Burden and Reverend Ann
Elders took part by processing with the Holy Bible, candles, and bowls of water. Two young adults from the congregation
read the Scripture lessons.

The Guy Sebastian and Gary Pinto song, AfReceive the Power
ated around the church and shouts of joy were raised as countries were recognised in the verses.

As the service finished, all processed out, to be sprinkled by the water from the baptismal bowls, and then waited in the new
plaza area in front of the church to join the other five thousand people marching up to the festival in the Roma Street
Parklands.

What a thrill to see so many joyous Christian young people, singing praises to God, and be part of the Power of the Holy
Spirit in our Great Southern Land.

Reverend Anne Hulbert

Clergy from St Johnés Angl ijcan
pilgrims in the procession

- - Crowds gather outside Albert Street Uniting Church
Pilgrims gather for prayer at Albert Street Uniting Church as the procession passes
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Every bloke is a champion in his shed

Never turn up early for the Shed Night in the Pine Rivers
suburb of Murrumba Downs.

On the first Monday of every month, down in the compound

behind | an Watsonb6s truck d
up and |l ots of ice goes

a tin on the end of the bench for your ten dollars but if you
get there right on 6:30pm vy

in hand or a knife and a bag of onions.

The first fellows to arrive help get things under way, putting
out chairs and making sure the microphone works.

asks t he du

reckon?bo

Someone al ways
many tonight you

lan never knows. The big fellow from Living Faith Lutheran
church sends out a text message to an ever growing list of
numbers.

places and whoever turns up is welcome. Eighty to a hun- :

dred is not uncommon.

God always turns up and shed happens as Australian men
relax together.

The Sudanese migrant accountant is yarning with an Anglo

senior nurse. Theydre both
can and the other fdoesnodt
A bloke in a wheelchair who used to work for Telecom has
discovered a young Telstra technician to talk to.

fil really needed to be with
had the stroke but my carer heard about this, so she called
up to ask if this place was
It i snot but she was told

complete strangers picked that chair up and carried old
mate across the gravel to the barbecue area.

A carload of Baptists has driven down from Gympie to
check out Shed Night, but

Pentecostals from Crows Nest. The youngest man there
mi ght be fourteen
to another fellow who has just retired.

It 6s i n t hese encounters t

moving in a quite disarming manner.

Word goes around in churches and at work :

Former prisoners,

i professionals, labourers, tradies and the unemployed are

istrengthened by the power of ¢
lan Watson has created a safe place for men in the back
ryard of his business. It 6d i«

itions while everyone | isten
6 guest speakers. The stories are from a young married man,
i nervous at the birth of his first child, a bloke struggling to
i stay off the grog and remain faithful.

A Catholic priest is among the crowd when another minister
i gets up to tell how tough it is to be a pastor when your life

o v e t the evening lan usually asks a couple of blokes a few ques- " h e

S .
t

| b

m falls apart and your church knows.

éWatto dreams of filling Me
i 50,000 Christian blokes for a big Shed event. If anyone
iasks about the guest speaker

i choose from!

i The need for a safe space for men has never been more
i evident. Mostly middle aged blokes, flat out at work, made
i redundant or recently retired desperately need someone to
i make friends again.

i In the Pine Rivers area a number of service groups and
i local authorities have turned to local churches in the hope of
ibuilding an actual mends sh
i structured opportunity for men from all backgrounds to learn
i and share skills, work on projects and build cross-
i generational friendships in a workshop facility.

: At least one local church has land it may be able to provide.
i Applications are being prepared for government grants and
i, corporate sponsorship. From various churches carpenters,
i mechanics, handymen and craftsmen are volunteering their
i services.

éFor

-snydar olchtaking bthe answer.

Men Alive Muslim Dialogue

The menALIVE South, incorporating the catholic parishes of

St Bernard, Upper Mount Gravatt, St Catherine, Wishart and
Our Lady of Lourdes, Sunnybank, were delighted to be able
to host Dr Mohamad Abdalla, Centre Director,
Islamic Research Unit, for an informal dialogue evening at
St Bernarddés Parish Upper M

From feedback it would appear that everyone found the
session invaluable in gaining greater insight into Islam, and
to help to dispel some of the commonly held myths that are
regularly promoted by the media. Although, as was pointed

out, there will be some things where we may not agree,

Griffith

An
e’d .

i n

ur

' many years Christian me n
tchurcho6 in a manner t hat e
fAustralian males. Perhaps th
A 1l ot of bl okes wonodt go any:
hshedinow thatos different, mateg
: Phil Smith

The vision of our mends (grourg

i discussion, and understanding, in a small group format
i where everyone has an opportunity to ask questions in a
i non-threatening environment, as opposed to a more
i conventional lecture.

ti o .
: So we were very thankful to Mohamad for giving of his

i valuable time to make our vision a reality, and for the kind
i offer to being able to sit with the PhD students for informal
i discussion, and the offer to visit the mosque with the
¢ possibility of a BBQ.

Paul Risitano

overall, the opportunity to discuss these issues in a small
group format was a richly rewarding experience for all

involved.

ECUMENICAL INTERRELIGIOUS NEWS )
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Mt Gravatt Christians in Dialogue Group

In 2006 a group of us met together for the Christians in

Dialogue study. Between us we represented the Uniting !
Church, and the Catholic and Anglican churches, whilst one And so on.
of our number had some knowledge of the Religious Society | This year it was decided that we would go a step further and

We had some weeks of very : ysjt each church for Sunday worship, beginning with early

worthwhile study, discussing the Covenant signed by the : o1 ni

NCCA and marvelling at the similarities as well as the : atend their usual services later in the morning. | am hoping

we resolved to continue our own small journey towards : peeting. We all feel that familiarity with other forms of

of Friends (the Quakers).

fiOne Church. o

To put some legs to this journey we decided to meet
bi-mont hly at each otheros
or masses, but on a week-day, in church halls and meeting

rooms, to further our under
We invited the priests and ministers to join us for part of

provide in each parish.

the last two meetings of the year in private homes, where it
is perhaps easier to ask and discuss the difficult questions.

1 Why is Mary so venerated in your church?

9 Why do you only have Communion once a month instead
of at every service?

¢ 9 Do you really believe in trans-substantiation?

Mass at St Bernar doés,

ng

i Christian worship will help us to accept the validity of those

“Di aloguesod

i beliefs and lead us to wider understanding.

pa T Some of us also had the opportunity to attend the Pre C €

NCCA AFourth

Franci s

event
at St

Forum Co

Ahdl

_ b i Milton in July.
these meetings and we also explored the extra benefits that :
prayer or service groups, music groups and Youth clubs i
i us and we always welcome others who wish to join us in our

! journey.

Having visited each of the churches in our group, we held : the | ytheran Church in our group. Needless to say we are

From time to time we have invited other people to link with

It would be great to have someone representing

all looking forward to the next Christians in Dialogue study.

Nancy Johnston

St Catherinef6s Roman Cat ho

CENTENARY OF THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

In 1908, the Revd Paul Wattson and Mother Lurana White, i
both US Episcopalians and co-founders of the Franciscan :
Society of the Atonement, arranged a public celebration of
an Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity. The dates estab-
lished were 18i 25 January, between the feasts of St Peter !
This Octave, first celebrated at Graymoor,
Garrison, New York, established a tradition that has been :
The Northern Hemisphere !
maintains the January dates while many countries in the i
the :

and St Paul.
taken up around the world.

Southern Hemisphere choose the time between

Ascension and Pentecost.

And so it was that Queensland Churches Together organ-
ised a special Service to celebrate the Centenary of the i
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Friday, 9 May. The
service was held at the Roman Catholic Cathedral of :

St Stephen in Brisbane and was led by Archbishop John

Bathersby. Leaders of most QCT Member

Churches

participated in the service and they were joined in prayer by

almost one hundred Christians from around the city.

The QCT Liturgy Commission had prepared the service,
based on that used internationally, which included a sprin- :

kling ritual acknowledging the Easter blessings we all share, : : ;
and a lighting of candles as all present committed them- : This pohpular relsjource fohr small et_:;menl](c:al study
selves to continue the work for Christian Unity. Fr Anasta- : 9r0Ups has now become the responsibility of Queen-

sios Bozikis, President of QCT, preached a very powerful ' sland Churches Together. For information and order-

http:// : ing of any of the 16 programs please contact:

homily which is available on the QCT website at:
www.qct.org.au/content/view/233/39/

As is common on these occasions, the fellowship shared
over light refreshments afterwards was a further experience
of ecumenical dialogue.

.- L ]

Archbishop Bathersby and some of the Church Leaders
at the Service on 9 May

Christians in Dialogue

Queensland Churches Together:

i Address: P.O. Box 2045, MILTON BC QLD 4064.
i Email: admin@qct.org.au

: Telephone: (07) 3369 6792




QUEENSLAND CHURCHES TOGETHER

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Saturday, 19 April 2008, Uniting Church Centre, Auchenflower

Worship was in the tradition of the Religious Society of
silent prayer and meditation.

reflection.

The guest speaker was the Rev Dr David Gill.

various times, with the World Council of Churches (WCC),

ism and the major challenges.

He noted that Queensland had played a pioneering role in
. 1 Interfaith dialogue continues through the Qld Forum for

ecumenical leadership with Rev Rollie Busch (UCA),

Archbishop John Grinrod (Anglican) and Archbishop Francis
Rush (Roman Catholic) all from Queensland and all Na- i
tional Leaders of their respective churches in the mid 1980s.
It was they who promoted the regular meetings of Heads of
i 1 The website (www.qct.org.au) has raised the visibility of
the establishment of the NCCA. QCT was also part of this :
development and both QCT and NCCA were established

Churches at a national level and prepared the ground for

with the Roman Catholic Church as a founding member.

David gave a brief history of the ecumenical movement,

of Fr Paul Wattson, a US Episcopalian, in 1908. In 1968,

the Faith and Order Commission of the WCC and the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity began joint :
i 1 Ecumenical Projects Team: This has largely been

preparation of the worship resources for the Week.

He noted
Wi ntero

mu c h
bei

there was

with peopl e ng

situation and lacking energy to move on because it was too . . .
9 gy : § Faith and Unity: Having completed work on the booklet

difficult. He stressed, firstly, that it was vital to keep a sense ,
cour se?’

of history and that a remarkable amount of progress had
been made in a very short time. Secondly, he pointed out :
that Churches are naturally conservative and that this was
not to be confused with lethargy. He also commented that !
there was a shift in the ecumenical agenda with more
interfaith

emphasis on social
relations.

justice and developing

David stressed the need to continue to push the boundaries,
to recognise that it was
but rather Adoing things

great sense of being
churches. And, of course, to continue to pray!

The Gener al
groups and then in plenary. Highlights included:

1 QCT was at a point of redefining its purpose and priorities

a Strategic Planning day on 18 February.

1 One of the biggest challenges of the past year has been
chaplaincy. Increased government funding for school
chaplaincy has meant regular dialogue with Scripture
Union, particularly with regard to the training provided for
chaplains. The final report of the Tertiary Chaplaincy
Working Group has been submitted to the State Church
Leaders in February and we await a response.

David has
vast experience in the ecumenical arena, having worked, at
i 1 Brisbane Heads of Churches were to raise with the
the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), the Australian :
Council of Churches (ACC) and as inaugural General Sec-
retary of the National Council of Churches in Australia : § The Greek Orthodox Community was planning a special
(NCCA). His topic covered the current direction of ecumen-

iCommi ssionsd

noting that this year we celebrate the Centenary of the : 1 CWS: Both the Commission Chair, Rev Glynthea Finger,

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, based on a suggestion

talké

Secr e twag diséussed nnesmallr

: 1 Glenine was hoping to visit Central Queensland in
Friends and so was a very moving and powerful period of !
Bishop John Parkes :

(Anglican) provided an equally powerful and appropriate { It was hoped that the position of Project Officer for

September to make connections with local ecumenical
groups.

Churches Together Indigenous Peoples Partnership
(CTIPP) would be filled soon on the basis of full-time for
six months.

Premier the issue of lack of affordable housing in Queen-
sland.

ecumenical service on the eve of 1 September, which the
Ecumenical Patriarch has declared as the Day of Care for
the Environment.

Christians, Jews and Muslims, though cooperation with
the Multi-Faith Centre, Griffith University and as a point of
contact with the Christian community for the Queensland
Government.

QCT and a weekly email newsletter is available free to
anyone who wishes to subscribe (see website).
Reports (Highl
and the Project Officer, Tanya Richards provided written
reports. Tanya has been in the role since May 2007.

The focus has been particularly on fundraising for the
major programs: Christmas Bowl and Partners for Peace.

involved with the Tertiary Chaplaincy Review. New Terms
of Reference have been drafted to help clarify future
direction.
AWhi ch

program? Wh a't

al
rnt

reviewing AChristians in Dial
9 Joint Churches Domestic Violence Prevention: The
CD fiNot in My Churcho is now

distribution to all clergy in Queensland. A part-time
Project Worker has also been employed for 2008.

i World Council of Churches Ecumenical Accompanier
{ Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI)

no t Ryan Moore, a young man from Northern Ireland, currently i N
eci studying at the University of Queensland, gave a presenta-*

good relationships that have been built up, including the : tion on his involvement with EAPPI and his time living and

fifami
! to organise an evening with Ryan so that he could explain

working with a family in a Palestinian village. QCT planned

more about the Accompaniers

: ties encountered by people living in Palestine and Israel.

Election of Officer Bearers
and to do that, members of the Executive had gathered for . . L
g : {l President: Fr Anastasios Bozikis (Greek Orthodox)

1 Vice President 1: Bishop Brian Finnigan (Roman Catho-

lic)

: 7 Vice President 2: Bishop John Parkes (Anglican)
i 9 Treasurer:
¢ 1 Auditor:

Benny Lam Sam
Derek Millar.

t

e

0
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National Council of Churches in Australia

The National Council of Churches (NCCA) Executive, which is composed of delegates from the 17 Member Chu

meets in Sydney three times a year: March, June and November.

Much of the work of NCCA is completed by Commissions or
Project Working Groups and what follows is a brief i
i Anniversary of the Week of Prayer a new dedicated
i website was established. This can be found at http://www.
i churchestogetherinprayer.org.au

summary of their reports at the March and June meetings
this year:

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
Ecumenical Council (NATSIEC)

on 13 February. Several members of NATSIEC were pre-
sent in the House to witness this momentous occasion and
the feelings of joy and hope were very evident.

of the Make Indigenous Poverty History campaign.

Asia to adaptits | ndi genous Womenos

Territory Intervention.

Graeme Mundine (NATSIEC) travelled with Bishops James

Leftwich and Saibo Mabo to the Lambeth Conference and, General Secretary

with their wives, participated in various ecumenical activities ' It was with a great deal of regret that news of the resigna-

: tion of Revd John Henderson as General Secretary was

before the Anglican gathering.

for the Australian context. It is also significantly involved in
the promotion of the Week. In recognition of the 100"

i The National Covenant signed by the NCCA Member
Undoubtedly the most significant event for 2008 was the
Apology made by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in Parliament :
i continues to promote the Covenant and is always interested
i to learn about its impact at the local level.

The hard

work however continues, as we attempt to realise the goals ;| Scveral other projects including Spiritual Ecumenism and

: Climate Change are being explored for future work.

Churches in Adelaide in 2004 was the result of much work
done by the Faith & Unity Commission. The Commission

Consultation continues with the Christian Conference of | Vlembership

;, It was with much pleasure that the March Executive meeting

ship Training to the needs of Australian Indigenous women. received an application for membership from the Serbian

NATSIEC/NCCA is working with a new Indigenous Christian grr]tho?wox Church. _ Bishop Irinje, who is responsible for the
body (NATSICA) to find ways of presenting a unified : urc

national voice, particularly on matters such as the Northern ;| Meetings as an observer until the formal reception of the

: Serbian Orthodox Church as a member at the next National

in Australia, will continue to attend Executive

Forum in 2010.

i received by the NCCA. John has been called to the position

The Christ and Culture Conference was held immediately :
i in Adelaide and will take up that position in 2009. He has
i been General Secretary since the beginning of 2002 and
i has made significant contributions during his time in office,

before the NCCA Forum in 2007. The 2009 Conference will
be held in Ballina, NSW from 161 20 February. The keynote
speakers will come from India and have both been involved

in enculturation for many years. Details are on the website:
i NCCA and increased membership and major developments

http://www.ncca.org.au/natsiec/conference2009
Christian World Service (CWS)

the Pacific and the Middle East.

public face of the CWS
avenues for fundraising continue to be through the annual
Christmas Bowl appeal and Partners4Peace, which
encourages regular contributions.

As well as financially supporting development programs,
CWS also works in the areas of advocacy and education.
Considerable work goes into promoting Refugee and
Migrant Sunday with the aim of raising awareness of the
issues. Regular contact is also maintained with the Depart-
ment of Immigration on these matters and CWS works with
the State Ecumenical bodies on areas such as housing
policy for asylum seekers.

Resource material to promote the Millennium Development
Goals is also produced and Simply Sharing Week is used
as an avenue to raise both awareness and funds. Media
statements are often released on situations such as the
floods in Burma and human rights issues in Sri Lanka.
Further information can be found at: http://www.ncca.

org.au/cws
Faith and Unity Commission

This Commission is responsible for the adaptation of the
worship resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

i in interfaith relations at various levels.

i personal commitment to the ecumenical journey and is a

CWS is the international aid agency for NCCA and works : man of deep faith and integrity. The NCCA is sincerely

with partners in Australia and in 22 countries in Africa, Asia, grateful of his many contributions over the years. He will be

This year it has been greatly missed.

involved in setting up act for peace as the new focus and :

of Principal of the Australian Lutheran Theological College

including overseeing the Covenant process, the growth of

John has a deep

C o mn Ecumenical Meeting with Pope Benedict XVI

Several members of the NCCA Executive attended the
meeting and time of prayer with Pope Benedict XVI during
his visit to Sydney for World Youth Day. The event was
held in the chapel in the

approximately 50 representatives of Christian churches
were present. The Pope referred to the National Covenant
in his talk so that it was appropriate that Revd Tara Curlewis
(UCA delegate) had a copy which she presented to the
Pope.

Revd John Henderson
(NCCA General Secretary)
and Revd Mike Semmler
(President of theLutheran
Church of Australia)

after their meeting

with Pope Benedict

cr



Roman Catholic / UCA National Dialogue

Many people in our congregations are not aware of the :
various dialogues that are under way among many Austra- :
Dialogues currently involve the Anglican, :

lian churches.

Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Uniting,

Churches of Christ, Society of Friends, Salvation Army and

seven Orthodox Churches.

The first national Dialogue between the Catholic and two of
Uni t

the predecessors of the
With the union of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches
in 1977 the two Dialogues became one.

tional Church, being a partner in the union, therefore :

became involved in the Dialogue.

three Reports:
91 1979: A Common Understanding of Baptism

1 1985: Make Straight His Way i Stages on the Road to
Unity and

9 1989: Towards Agreement on Marriage.

Re-located to Brisbane in 1993, the Dialogue produced a

Report titled Interchurch Marriages:
Challenge and Significance for our Churches.

The work of this part of our Dialogue sprang from the
expressed pastoral needs of people in our two churches.
The Dialogue Report stated that:

Congregational, :

The Congrega-

The outcomes of this :
Melbourne-based Dialogue were the publication of their :

Their Ecumenical :

such an occasion makes its demands upon the
churches now. 0

i Over the five years of its work, the Dialogue explored the
of O6Missiondé by I
i to us as Christians through six areas of our participation in

it he me

i the mission of God in the world. We listened with care to
what we T and our respective traditions i have to say to us
i about:

: {1 Worship

i 1 Communion

i 9 Proclamation

1 Service

1 Witness

{ Teaching.

i The report of our work together will go to our churches when
i the final draft of the Report is completed. That will give
: opportunities for people in our churches to read and reflect
i on our journeys as we deepen our faithfulness to the Gospel
In this brief
i paper, | have simply wanted to share with you the news that
i the Dialogue has been active, has made useful contribu-
i tions to our churches in years past, and invite you to look
i forward to the published outcomes of this work on Mission.

i that calls us to finds ways to travel together.

As a Uniting Church participant in the Dialogue, | have to

neéel t mi ght be said that,: Y
espouse that 6t hose whom G say that _for me, the_se years have been enr|ch|_ng beyond all

<  expectation. The Dialogue has been an experience of deep
I et no one put asunder 6, Vi . L .

; < : communion and fellowship T a true expression of the
do just thateélnterchurch C=(ec menical spirit that brought the Uniting Church into bein
committed to their own churches and also committed ; ecu ! SpIrt 1 ugnt th iting hurch | Ing

; : : and the participation Catholic friends brought to life for me
to the ecumenical ideal, n §Ethe spirit of the 1964 Vatican Decree on Ecumenism. That
to the churches6 search f oj P :

The Report explores the issues in a theologically clear and
helpful way. It also pointed to areas in which it believed that :

further work needed to be done by the Dialogue:
1. The indissolubility of Marriage

Sacrament and Sacramentality

Baptism

Intercommunion

Mutual Recognition of Ministers

The Fullness of the Church of Jesus Christ
7. Pastoral Care of Interchurch Families.

o gk wN

The Dialogue next met in 2002. It was clear to all that items :
4,5 and 6 above remain constant issues for the Dialogue in :

addressing any ecumenical concerns.

r . .
; communion among IS a treasure.

{ The members of the Dialogue are:

i  Co-Chairpersons: Most Revd John Bathersby,

i Archbishop of Brisbane and Revd Dr David Rankin,

i Principal of Trinity Theological College.

9 Co-Secretaries: Rev. Geraldine Wheeler and Revd Dr
¢ David Pascoe.

Members:

éﬂRomanCathoIic: Rev.Dr Bi | | O6Shea,
i Harrington, Rev. Dr Tom Elich, Bishop Michael Putney,
Rev. Dr Orm Rush.

¢ q Uniting Church: Rev. Wendi Sargent, Rev. Peter

Lockhart, Mr Alan Demack, Revd Geoff Thompson,
Rev. Don Whebell.

So the Dialogue decided that the topic that ought to be : Finally, | share with you the closing paragraph of the Uniting

i steni

00 :¢

Mr

pursued is 6The Mission of tchnyrchés Basis of Union:
AWhen the topic of 6missio Theuniting Church affirms that it belongs to the peo-
this dialogue it was as a response to the imperative of ’ ple of God on the way to the promised end. The Unit-
proglaiming the Gosp_el in the midst of th_e seculari;ed ing Church prays that, through the gift of the Spirit,
society in which we live. In his Apostolic Exhortation God will constantly correct that which is erroneous in
after the Synod of Oceania, Pope John Paul Il wrote its life, will bring it into deeper unity with other
to the Catholic Church in Australia and other parts of Churches, and will use its worship, witness and ser-
Oceania: The central concern of the Synod Assem- vice to God's eternal glory through Jesus Christ the
bly was to find appropriate ways of presenting to the Lord. Amen.
peoples of Oceania today:
Saviour. o I n its Basis ofi Revd Don Whebe|l
Australia o6éprays that it m
demands to confess the Lord in fresh words and
deeds 6. The members of ti
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Anglican / UCA National Dialogue

Along with the Dialogue between the Roman Catholic and
Uniting Churches, there has also been one involving the
Anglican and Uniting Churches.

nationally by both

Christiaan Mostert.

do at present.

The Dialogue report, For the Sake of the Gospel emerged '
from a long process of official dialogue between the
Anglican Church of Australia and the Uniting Church in
Australia. The two churches have long lived as neighbours,
sharing in many ways in the ministry and mission of the
Gospel. Progressively, in a spirit of ecumenical cooperation
and in the Spirit of Christ who prays that the church might
be one, they have determined to address those issues that :
continue to divide them and to move forward together ‘for

the sake of the Gospel.'

For the Sake of the Gospel begins with an outline of the
historical background of our two churches, noting our :
common origins in the English and Scottish Reformation,

and briefly describing how each church identifies itself.

The two churches decided in 1997-98 to enter into 'an inten-
tional dialogue', with the particular aim of the 'mutual :
recognition of ministries’, and the formation of a Joint :
_ The Dialogue report : |t yoy would like to read the full Report or its summary, they
describes four steps the churches need to take towards : 56 on a website at:

Sthe

Working Group for that purpose.

organic union:

Steps toward a Covenant of Association and Inter-
communion:

Proposals for the Mutual Recognition of Ordained
Ministries

The Joint Working Group identified four stages toward unity:

a) a statement of agreement on essentials of faith and
ministry:  this

matters of doctrine and ministry;
b)

church;

c) a concordat of communion: this establishes the fullest
and most visible kind of communion between two :
churches, short of full organic union. Between churches
which have entered into a concordat of communion there

commit ment to

and

would be 6a
of member s

full organic union:

ordained

d)

of different traditions.
what they were and form a new ecclesial body.

includes statements of substantial '
agreement and theological convergence on fundamental :

a covenant of association and inter-communion: this
establishes mutual eucharistic hospitality, recognises
both churches as churches in which the Gospel is
preached and taught, and permits such other things as
the two churches intend to do, including the interchange
of ministers to the extent permitted by the laws of each

mi
this is the union of two national
churches, either within the same confessional tradition or :
The two churches cease to be

i Declaration of agreement on essentials of faith and
{ ministry

What | want to give you | The report of the Joint Working Group has identified
here is a brief account of that Dialogue, by taking some : substantial agreement and theological convergence on the
parts from the Summary of the Report published in 2001. : essentials of faith and ministry:
The Report of the Joint Working Groupc \r/]vas endgrsed ' @) Both churches hold to the essentials of faith as
ur ches:
Group membership was seven people from each Church,
headed by Bishop Richard Appleby and Revd Professor ‘i
At present, the Dialogue has not :
concluded. But this is an account of a project that people in

our churches need to know more about than perhaps they

expressed in summary form in section 4 of this report.
This covered the following areas: the Trinity, Jesus
Christ, the Holy Scriptures, the ancient creeds, the
church, baptism and the eucharist, worship, mission and
ministry. As a consequence, we recognised in each
ot herds churches the
and apostolic Church of Jesus Christ.

b) In respect of the ordained ministry, the Joint Working
Group identified areas of consensus and differences in
section 5 of this report. Both churches ordain people to
the presbyteral (priest/minister of the Word) and diaconal
ministries. Bot h
presbyteral ministries a real and effective expression of
the proclamation of the Word, an authentic celebration of
the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist, and the
exercise of pastoral care. Both churches recognise in

each otherés diaconate an
the church and the world. Both churches recognise that
these two orders of ministry operate within a ministry of
oversight (episkopé) occurring in various forms. In the
light of (a) and (b), the Joint Working Group finds a
substantial agreement on the essentials of ministry in
respect of these two orders of ministry.

i This is just a snippet from For the Sake of the Gospel.

iAs | indicated earlier, t he

www.ecumenical.ucaweb.co.au T in
0Di al oguesd pages.

i The three churches participating in this Newsletter are
{ involved in many other Dialogues with churches.
: tion about them is on our websites and in the two books by
i Ray Williamson, Stages on the Way and Stages on the
i Way 2. A very useful discussion resource for the current
i Covenants signed in 2004 at the National Council of

Informa-

Churches Forum is the Christians in Dialogue kit, available
from Queensland Churches Together.

Revd Don Whebell

Secretary, Uniting Church Synod Ecumenical Relationships Committee
M
Newsletter
on the Web

Look for us at:
www.bne.catholic.net.au/ecum/newsletter2.php

If you would prefer to read the newsletter via the
Web, we would be happy to notify you via email
when a new edition has been posted.

Just send your email address to:
ecum@bne.catholic.net.au

and we will put you on the mailing list.

presenc

churches

C



Joint Working Group

The Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic
Church (RCC) and the World Council of Churches (WCC)
was formed in 1965, just as the Second Vatican Council
was drawing to a close.

between its two parent bodies.

regional, national and local levels.

Each new Joint Working Group is appointed for the period

between Assemblies of the World Council of Churches, :
i Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity began

which is generally seven years, and meets once each year.

The current Joint Working Group, the ninth such body, :
i the packed gathering.

was appointed after the WCC Assembly in Porto Alegre,
Brazil in February 2006.

Dublin, Ireland and Archbishop Nifon of Targoviste,
Romania. Co-secretaries are appointed from the staff of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU)
and the WCC.

movement.

the US. Members of the WCC delegation come from an
even wider range of countries and represent a broad
spectrum of Christian traditions.

2007 worked for the International Secretariat of the Interna-
tional Young Christian Students Movement (IYCS) based
in Paris, and Margaret Naylon, Executive Officer of the
Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Relations in
the Archdiocese of Brisbane.
from Brisbane but is now working for Caritas in Sydney.

The Ninth Joint Working Group met for the first time in :
i work of the JWG. It was decided to focus on two issues and
i two themes.

that a new group be inducted into the workings of the two
parent bodies. Consequently the focus for this meeting was :
on learning about the administrative structures of the !
Roman Catholic Church and visits were arranged to the :
Pontifical Councils for Justice and Peace, Health Pastoral !
Care, Promoting Christian Unity and the Secretariat of :
State. The second meeting in November 2008 will be held

Rome from 201 27 January 2008. The choice of venue was
deliberate as the Eighth Report had strongly recommended

in Geneva, the home of the World Council of Churches.

The meeting was also timed to coincide with the Centenary
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which is celebrated :
between 18i25 January in the Northern Hemisphere. !
important events
including the regular ecumenical Vespers Service on Friday, i
Pat
Also present were
Kobia, General Secretary of the WCC;
the Archbishop of York, representing the Archbishop of
Canterbury; Bishop John Flack, retiring director of the i [
Anglican Centre in Rome; and representatives of a range of :

This week was marked by several

25 January, hel d at St
presided over by Pope Benedict XVI.

Rev. Dr Samuel

Christian traditions in Rome.

ECUMENICAL INTERRELIGIOUS NEWS

i Earlier that day the Joint Working Group spent some time in
i conversation with Dr Kobia and was then received by Pope
¢ Benedict XVI in a private audience.

It is a consultative forum which :

initiates, evaluates and sustains forms of collaboration . The previous day the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement

It undertakes spiritual and : hosted a lecture and award presentation at their headquar-

pastoral tasks with the aim of encouraging cooperation ; ters in Rome, Centro Pro Unione.

between the RCC and WCC member Churches at world, gzzﬁgﬁn Unity Award was jointly presented to the Pontifical
Commission on Faith and Order.

i Mother Lurana White were co-founders of the Society of the

The Paul Wattson
for Promoting Christian Unity and the WCC
Fr Paul Wattson and

at Fr
in 1908.
Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of PCPCU, addressed

At onement and it was

i Other items on the agenda of the Joint Working Group
The two Co-Moderators are Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of :
i cal experiences, reflection on the previous mandates of the
i JWG and a review of the recommendations contained in the
i Eight Report. These recommendations included agreement
i on the need to promote a return to the spiritual roots of
Membership of the Joint Working Group includes people st;gfn;? sagi?itf;psmﬁ:izc.j the importance of common

with a broad range of experience in the ecumenical . ecumenical

The Roman Catholic delegation consists of  difficulties encountered in giving common witness in the

staff members from the Pontifical Councils for Promoting ' field of personal and social moral issues and the urgent

Christian Unity, Inter-religious Dialogue and Justice and : necessity of inter-religious dialogue were also highlighted in

Peace, as well as people from Australia, Canada, Latin i the Report.
America, Lebanon, Singapore, South Africa, Tanzania and :
: JWG members were given the opportunity to visit the
: Focolare Movement and the St Egidio Community. Both
i groups were founded in Italy and place a strong emphasis

. . i on ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in their work.
The Australian delegates are Margareta Brosnan, who until : 9 9

: Obviously it was a very packed program but one which
i allowed JWG members to build good working relationships
i which are always a vital component of any ecumenical
i dialogue. Specific information on the two parent bodies and
Margareta is also originally :
i extremely helpful in clarifying our task in the future.

involved sharing among participants of their own ecumeni-

A greater effort to provide

formation, particularly for young people,

the previous history and activities of the JWG has been

In May 2008 the Executive met in Geneva to plan the future

3

Members of the Joint Working Group during a visit to the
Vaticands Secretariat of

St



Joint Working Group

Cardinal Walter Kaster, President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, is thanked for his hospitality by
Archbishop Nifon of Tergoviste, Co-Moderator of the JWG

In May 2008 the Executive met in Geneva to plan the future

work of the JIWG.
two themes.

It was decided to focus on two issues and

{ The two issues are:

i 1 Reception, both on the results of the work of the IWG

¢ and also on the achievements of ecumenical dialogues in
terms of their relationship between the RCC and the WCC
member churches.

1 Spiritual Roots of Ecumenism and the need to nurture
i these.

The two themes are:

i 1 Migration and the challenge this presents for the

¢ churches. Two practical examples raised were Orthodox
families moving to the West and having to postpone their
own Easter, while facing a cultural context in which Easter
is being celebrated, and also the question of intermar-

i riage.

i 1 Youth and the need for a strong common outreach foster-

¢ ing youth involvement and an active contribution to the
Church.

The members of the JWG have been divided into four
i preparatory groups to begin work on these matters. Initial
i responses will be brought to the Plenary meeting in Geneva
¢ in November.

Margaret Naylon

Together for Humanity

The Together For Humanity Foundation is a not-for-profit :

organisation which aims to bring together Christians, Jews
and Muslims to promote a culture of peace and compassion
through sharing their religious traditions with the wider
community. You could be a part of the process.

Volunteer presenters from the three religions come together

to present workshops, mostly in schools but sometimes for
other community organisations. Workshops have different :

elements depending on the target audience but the basis
principles remain the same.

Toget her

encourage children to focus on our common values.

The programs foster understanding where there has been
ignorance, a sense of shared purpose where there has
been division and prejudice, empathy and caring where :
The Australians Together in
Values and Goodness and Kindness workshops inspire

there has been indifference.

children to work Together for Humanity.

Earlier this year, Deacon Anthony Gooley from the Brisbane
Roman Catholic Archdiocese, attended a workshop for :
Together For Humanity conducted by three experienced :
He said that the experience was inspiring for :
the sense of openness created among Jews, Christians and
Muslims and the respect with which each member listened

presenters.

to and shared ideas about religious practice and belief.

12

F o rfirstipnincipdensithiatyvbes we learn
to see past stereotypes to humanity's common values, :
we can fully appreciate each other as we really are and the
richness of our racial, cultural and religious diversity. i
The workshops in schools challenge misconceptions and

Al came away from the day
i of common humanity and the desire to know each other
i better was so clearly evident from all who participated in the
i workshops. | would recommend others to join in the
i Together For Humanitypr ocess . 0

i Together For Humanity is looking for more Christians to
become involved either as presenters or in behind the
scenes tasks. If you would like more information about
i the next workshop contact Katherine Gordon who is
i the Queensland Coordinator for the Foundation at:
i kathgordon@bigpond.com

ene.

Volunteer presenters at a training workshop




