WELCOME

We are filled with Easter joy as we celebrate the
great mystery of our faith: Jesus died and risen,
alleluia! When we hear the wondrous stories of
encounter with the resurrected Jesus, we are
drawn to ask ourselves ‘are we open to the
newness that transforms’ our lives.

As the Year of Grace concludes at Pentecost, you
are invited to consider what graces you have
received, what are the fruits of your
‘contemplation of the face of Christ’ and what
wisdoms have you discerned for the journey that
lies ahead. Invite the Holy Spirit to guide and
enlighten you in this discernment.

Mike Humphrys
Archdiocesan Coordinator

Prayer for Pope Francis

What prayer could be more appropriate for our
new Pope than the Peace Prayer of St Francis of
Assisi, ‘the man of poverty, the man of peace

and the man who loves and guards creation.’
(quoted from an address of Pope Francis to journalists
explaining why he chose the name ‘Francis’)

Easter Encounters

Where do we meet Jesus ?

After the resurrection, Jesus met Mary and the other women in the
garden near the tomb, Thomas and the apostles in the locked upper
room, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and the apostles by
the seashore. In each of these encounters, it took some time for them
for their eyes to be opened to recognise Jesus.

What are the triggers that help us to see and greet Jesus in our midst ?
Reflections of Pope Francis on the Easter Story

Let the risen Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a friend, with trust:
he is life! If up till now you have kept him at a distance, step forward.
He will receive you with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a
risk: you won’t be disappointed. If following him seems difficult, don’t
be afraid, trust him, be confident that he is close to you, he is with you
and he will give you the peace you are looking for and the strength to
live as he would have you do.........

Ask the Lord to give us a share in his Resurrection. May he open us to
the newness that transforms, to the beautiful surprises of God. May he
make us men and women capable of remembering all that he has done
in our own lives and in the history of our world. May he help us to feel
his presence as the one who is alive and at work in our midst. And may
he teach us each day, dear brothers and sisters, not to look among the
dead for the Living One. Amen.

Excerpts from Pope Francis’ Easter Vigil Homily which can be accessed at:
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/pope-s-easter-vigil-homily--3



http://m.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/mar/15/pope-francis-joy-humility-unbending
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=peace+prayer+of+st+francis&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1206&bih=776&tbm=isch&tbnid=IjaIfhEfQ8z5mM:&imgrefurl=http://www.blogster.com/anacoana/original-text-of-the-peace-prayer-of-st-francis&docid=BxPyf_ssZxxoXM&imgurl=http://www.blogster.com/media/albums/users/a/n/a/anacoana/post-photos/.view/saintfrancisprayer.jpg&w=500&h=375&ei=-6NKUbPNE5OhiQf9h4CQAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:0,i:160&iact=rc&dur=4143&page=1&tbnh=186&tbnw=259&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=43&ty=32
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/pope-s-easter-vigil-homily--3
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=resurrected+jesus+and+mary&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bde5EYTgylibfM&tbnid=PLvGn9hwIqUB8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.quora.com/What-evidence-exists-for-the-resurrection-of-Jesus&ei=kL5HUYmyOeXomAW2g4DoDQ&bvm=bv.43828540,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNG5TMcMzhTV-ISGS54x1iJ3gus0WQ&ust=1363742546723151
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=resurrected+jesus+and+mary&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fsaX5iXQuSN00M&tbnid=oyYdEv_gdOQ0MM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.christpictures.org/jesus-crucifixion/jesus-resurrection/&ei=3b5HUZH_POPnmAWXjYDwBw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNG5TMcMzhTV-ISGS54x1iJ3gus0WQ&ust=1363742546723151
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-q1lVTpM_UOM/UIGVH1SCUaI/AAAAAAAAFQA/FGYKojstAWw/s1600/Jesus+on+the+shore+with+breakfast.jpg
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=resurrected+jesus+on+road+to+emmaus&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7zyBHb9xFrbG5M&tbnid=6Tu6ukj1BgkcfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://peculiarfaith.com/2011/04/&ei=2b9HUfn4MsaJmQXD54DACg&psig=AFQjCNGLsiCd70PW6qogUbXYThws35INvA&ust=1363742976511163

NEWSLETTER
INSERTS

Jesus Christ, The Grace of
God in Person

‘But when the goodness and kindness of God our
Saviour appeared, he saved us ..." so writes the
author of the Letter to Titus (3:5). The author is
speaking of the grace (graciousness) of God, offering
us salvation (transformation), in and through the gift
of his Son, Jesus.

Jesus is, in fact, the original sacrament, the original
sign and instrument of God, the outstanding sign and
instrument of God's loving, helping, healing, and
transforming presence and action in the world.

Jesus’ human words are the Word of God as well,
and his human love is the embodiment of God's love
for people, God's caring, accepting, forgiving,
reconciling, liberating and transforming love.

Jesus was and remains the human face of God, God’s
humanity, revealing God’‘s ‘amazing grace’ in dozens
of human ways.

Brian Gleeson C.P. taken from National website at:
http://www.yearofgrace.catholic.org.au/

PENTECOST PRAYER

Veni Sancte Spiritus Sequence for Pentecost Sunday

Come Holy Spirit,

and send from heaven a ray of light.

Come, Father of the poor.

Come, giver of gifts.

Come, light of hearts.

You are the best of comforters,

welcome guest of my heart, sweet refreshment,
rest in toil, coolness in the heat, solace in grief.
O blessed light,

fill the innermost hearts of your faithful.

When you are not near

there is nothing in us, nothing unspoiled.

Wash what is soiled, water what is dry,

heal what is wounded, bend what is stubborn,
warm what is cold, guide what has gone astray.
Give your sevenfold gifts

to the faithful who trust in you.

Give virtue its reward,

give us salvation when we die,

give us joy that does not end.

Harvesting the Fruits

It is now time:

e to begin identifying and harvesting
the fruits of the Year of Grace

e to ask ‘what has the Spirit been saying to
the Church here in Australia’

e to ‘start afresh from Christ’.

The Year of Grace was conceived by the Australian Bishops as a
call to pray daily for ‘a new wave of grace ..... that our Church
may be transformed, our relationships be healed and our
nation grow in compassion and justice.’

Now is the time for each person, faith community and bishop to
spend some time identifying the graces received, discerning the
wisdoms for our future and harnessing the energy for the
mission set before us. May we be attentive to the voice of the

Spirit and ‘believe the whisperings of God in our own heart’
(St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 1868)

National eConference on the Gospel of Mark will be held
on Thursday 16 May. For information Ph. (02) 9847 0726

Prayer Resources available

See Year of Grace website for details


http://www.yearofgrace.catholic.org.au/
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http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=harvesting+fruit&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Wn-O5_jBetdXjM&tbnid=o9i-oYAtCYaV0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?pid=585&ei=HwZeUdKjGeiTiAeR6IHIDw&bvm=bv.44770516,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNFH1Exi0TGYczBmpN1gq54MDW_qxA&ust=1365202628334787

